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The rule of law is commonly closely associated 
with the nation-state. As authority has started 
to shift from the national to the global level, so, 
too, has the rule of law. International organiza
tions, transnational corporations and non-gov
ernmental organizations are today also expect
ed to abide by rule of law standards and 
increasingly take steps to meet such expecta
tions. This begs the question how rule of law 
standards diffuse, what causal mechanisms 
underlie this process, and how different public 
authorities interact in promoting the rule of 
law in global governance. 

The conference addressed these issues in the
matic panels which covered different dimen
sions of the subject matter: the contribution of 
secondary rules to promoting the rule of law 
beyond the nation-state; the increasingly com
mon demand upon international organizations 
to comply with international human rights 
standards; the relationship between accounta
bility and the international rule of law; and the 
downward and upward diffusion of the rule of 
law, focusing on processes of contestation at 
the national level. Three panels directly related 
to projects that are currently conducted at the 
WZB and the Amsterdam Center for Interna
tional Law (ACIL), namely the projects "Interna
tional Organizations and the Violation of Fun
damental Rights of Individuals" (WZB), "Rule of 
Law Promotion and Legalization beyond the 
Nation-State" (WZB) and "Interfaces between 
International and National Legal Orders" (ACIL). 

The debate highlighted several themes that 
played a role in many of the papers presented 
at the conference. First, the concepts of mul
ti-level and multi-polar governance can help 
account for the various actors and dynamics 
relevant for the diffusion of the rule of law be
yond the nation-state. The contributions point
ed to the effects of national law and institu
tions for changing international law. Second, 
the emergence of the rule of law in global gov
ernance is not a functional response to norma
tive needs but a heavily contested political 
process. While ten years ago most researchers 
were concerned with the question of how to 
make international law more effective, schol

ars today often adopt a much more critical 
view. There was broad agreement that contes
tation and contestability are important ele
ments for legitimate rules. In the discussion, 
however, views differed regarding the rela
tionship between coherence and fragmenta
tion of international law on the one hand and 
the emergence of the rule of law beyond the 
nation state on the other hand. Third, the diffu
sion of the rule of law is shaped by the politics 
of legitimacy: Power holders try to legitimize 
themselves by binding themselves to rule of 
law standards, but the ways how the rule of law 
is institutionalized in international institu
tions often themselves lack procedural legiti
macy. Again, participants agreed on the impor
tance of evaluating the mechanisms through 
which the rule of law emerges at the global 
level, but differed as regards the normative 
evaluation of specific mechanisms such as he
gemonic or judicial law-making. 
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