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International Organizations: From 
the ACP Group to the WTO
Autumn Lockwood Payton

The International Organizations Database 
Workshop, hosted by the Transnational Con-
flicts and International Institutions (Trans-
nationale Konflikte und internationale Ins-
titutionen) research unit, February 24 and 
25.

The workshop brought together scholars 
from the United States and Europe who are 
currently working on comprehensive data 
sets on different aspects and features of in-
ternational organizations and international 
agreements. While there is a rich body of em-
pirical research on a handful of common in-
ternational organizations like the United Na-
tions, the World Trade Organization, and the 
International Monetary Fund, there are com-
paratively few comprehensive datasets that 
can facilitate comparison across the hun-

Internationalisierte Krisen. 
Schwere interne Konflikte for-
dern häufig den Einsatz über-
staatlicher und nichtstaatlicher 
Organisationen heraus.  Im li-
berianischen Bürgerkrieg be-
teiligten sich humanitäre Orga-
nisationen wie das Rote Kreuz 
(hier beim Einsatz in Monrovia 
im Sommer 2003), die  westaf-
rikanische Staatengemeinschaft 
ECOWAS und die USA und die 
Vereinten Nationen. Auch Orga-
nisationen wie die International 
Crisis Group waren über viele 
Jahre im liberianischen Konflikt 
engagiert. 
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na) and Kathy Powers’ (University of New Mex-
ico) project on Regional Economic Institutions 
as well as contributions from the WZB re-
searchers’ partners in the Leibniz Associations 
(the Peace Research Institute in Frankfurt and 
the German Institute of Global Area Studies, 
GIGA, in Hamburg). Contributors discussed the 
practical issues of data collection, proposed the 
adoption of common definitions for key con-
cepts, and offered insights on theoretical and 
methodological topics. Overall, the workshop 
fostered a collaborative environment in which 
the participants discussed the possibility of 
combining efforts in data collection in the field 
of international organizations by creating a 
common data portal and future meetings. As a 
result of workshop synergies, the WZB re-
search unit plans to collaborate on a shared 
data platform on the “Authority of Internation-
al Institutions” with research groups from the 
University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill, the 
University of Amsterdam, and the University 
of Stockholm. 

dreds of organizations. This new wave of data 
projects aims to address current relevant 
theories by paving the way for large-scale 
cross-organization comparison. The goal of 
the workshop was to introduce scholars to 
current data gathering efforts in the Interna-
tional Relations subfield of international or-
ganizations and to foster collaboration among 
researchers working on these data sets. 

Presentations included newly completed data 
projects such as Barbara Koremenos’ (Univer-
sity of Michigan) project “The Continent of In-
ternational Law: Theoretical Development, Data 
Collection, and Empirical Analysis” and Jonas 
Tallberg and Thomas Sommerer’s (University 
of Stockholm) “TransAccess” project, which 
looks at the ability of and opportunities for 
nongovernmental organizations to participate 
in the activities of international organizations. 
Ongoing data collection efforts were intro-
duced by a number of workshop participants 
and included Gary Goertz (University of Arizo-




